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MITS Freedom Stick
Accessibility Solution for Windows-based Computers

Please Note! If your computer says it wants to “fix” the Freedom Stick when you plug it in, say “No.” This is a computer issue, not a USB/Flash Drive issue.

Please Note! USB/Flash Drives are slower to access data than computer hard drives, some programs load slowly, especially FireFox. Be patient. Once loaded, speed is usually not an issue. However, if very slow, especially on laptops, try a different USB port. Many laptops come with some USB 1.0 ports (slow) and USB 2.0 ports (much faster) but you probably do not know which is which.

Please Note! Michigan Integrated Technology Supports does not control this software or its content. Many of these programs come from universities, governments, and programs outside of the United States which may have differing views of appropriateness (for example, in dictionary words). We have tried to be careful, but you may want to review content before giving the Freedom Stick to your students.

Also on this drive: A complete list of included programs, with web link connections to instructions.

The MITS Freedom Stick is the result of global collaboration and the leadership of Ira Socol. The design and primary technical work was all done by the Regional Support Center – Scotland North and East. We are extremely grateful for their time, effort, and generosity. Much of the support for our “Americanization,” localization, and development of the accessible Firefox Browser came from the Mozilla Corporation, and Mozilla Education. 

The MITS Freedom Stick is designed to provide students with information and communication access on any computer using a Windows or Linux operating system. When you insert the USB Flash Drive into the computer the LearnApps software should load giving you a menu in the toolbar on the lower-right corner of the screen. Please note, however, that when using the software on some computers you may need to open the drive and click directly on the LearnApps icon to open. 

Firefox Browser
Add-ons:
The Firefox Browser is set up with a number of Add-Ons designed to help improve accessibility. These add-ons include two Text-To-Speech systems (CliCk-Speak and FoxVox), as well as dictionaries and translation systems for languages common in Michigan. 
To have text read by FoxVox select a section of text, right-click, and choose “Speak Selected Text.”

Remove Add-ons:
You may choose to simplify your MITS Freedom Stick by removing Add-Ons you feel are not needed for your student user(s). To open the Firefox browser, go to the Tools Menu, then click on Add-Ons. A pop-up titled Add-ons will appear. Scroll down to the add-on you wish to remove and select that add-on. Once selected an Uninstall button will appear. Select Uninstall to remove the add-on. 
Add Features (Add-ons):
You may also add features (add-ons) to your MITS Freedom Stick. Do this by accessing the Tech bookmark folder found along the top of the Firefox browser. Open the Tech bookmark folder and select MITS:: Add-ons for Firefox. This open MITS::Collections:: Add-On for Firefox at the Add-Ons Firefox website. Installing the MITS Add-On Collections will make your classroom computer versions of Firefox more accessible. 
Open Office:
The MITS Freedom Stick comes with a full-version of Open Office. Any document, spreadsheet, or presentation created in Open Office can be saved as a Microsoft Office document. (Under File select Save as and click the dropdown button to select the desired version of Microsoft Office you want to save to.) Also, Microsoft Office documents will open in Open Office. 
A notetaking template (Notetaker), designed to assist your students with taking notes, was created using Writer (the Open Office word processor). Notetaker can be found the first time by opening Writer, clicking on File, selecting Recent Documents and then clicking on the document name.

Adding Features to your MITS Freedom Stick:
Advanced users may want to add software to this device. Added software should be loaded to the LearnApps Applications folder found by accessing My Computer from the Windows start menu and then selecting the LearnApps drive. Once opened you will see the Applications folder. 
When the software is loaded to the Applications folder you can add the title to the LearnApps menu. 

Access the LearnApps menu by opening LearnApps and selecting ASuite from the right column of the drive menu. When ASuite opens select Edit from the menu bar and then click on Add Category. Type the category title in the popup that appears and then click OK. The category title will show up as a folder at the bottom of the menu page. 

To add software right click on the new folder and select Add Software. Name the software in the Name box and then click the Browse button to the right of the Executable/folder/web page path text box. Find the software you loaded in the LearnApp Application folder and select it. (Look for the .exe file.)

Once selected click okay then go to the LearnApps menu and open the new file. 

The MITS Freedom Stick Community 
For information about trainings on the MITS Freedom Stick please visit the following link:   http://mits.cenmi.org/Events.aspx  
To download the MITS Freedom Stick (LearnApps), get updates, and additional information please visit the following link: http://mits.cenmi.org/Resources/MITSFreedomStick.aspx 
This site will link you to detailed instructions, information, and updates about the MITS Freedom Stick. Video tutorials can be found at: http://mits.cenmi.org/Resources/MITSFreedomStick/VideoTutorials.aspx   

Thank you, 

The MITS Team 

